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INSIDE

IMAGINE THAT A FAMILY OF DUCKS LANDS IN
YOUR BACKYARD and decides to make it their new
home through the winter. Will you make them leave?
Not only do they make your backyard their new home
but it’s now their bathroom, plus they leave feathers
everywhere and are noisy. A lot of people would let them
stay because they are cute.

Now imagine that the government has given a hundred
homeless people permission to camp two miles from
your house for three months on land that nobody uses.
These people are quiet; they clean up regularly and even
provide extra security for your neighborhood. Will you
let them stay? A lot of people would say no because
homeless people are considered bad.

 Why are people  making such a big deal about Tent
City moving to the Bothell Brickyard Road Park & Ride?
It’s not like they are asking people to give them money
or let them sleep in their bed. I do understand that the
city should have given the community more notice but
I don’t think that is a reason to react how they did at the
Town Meeting on May, 3 2004.

Real Change (A Seattle-based homeless newspaper)
recently stated that the general public does not have the
right to ignore homelessness. I agree with this, the public
does not have the right to remain ignorant. This seems
like exactly what the community in Bothell wants; to
stay ignorant about serious community issues. It’s not
like a hundred serial rapists are moving into their
neighborhood; we are talking about a community of
people who have lived peacefully in the other
neighborhoods where they have been located.

Tent City is a nomadic tent community that is
coordinated by homeless people as an alternative to
living on the streets  or camping illegally. Tent City

provides homeless people a place to keep their things
so they can go out and look for a job without actually
looking homeless,as well as  a safe place to sleep and
access resources. I have met a few people who lived at
Tent City and all of them  are people who worked
everyday and if not; they  sit at  Millionaires Club or
Labor Ready (temporary employment agencies in
Seattle) waiting for work.

According to a recent  article by Amy Haimerl, the first
Seattle Tent City was founded in 1990 and there have
been three since this date. In 2000, Tent City sued the
city because they were denied a camping permit. In 2002
the courts ruled that camping on private land is not
illegal and that Tent City could still function as long as
they limited the population to 100 people and move
every 90 days, Tent City agreed to this (westword.com).

Before Tent City was in Bothell it was at a number  of
other churches, including Trinity United Methodist
Church in Ballard. Reverend Rich Lang, the pastor of
this church,  told the Seattle PI  that at the first community
meeting regarding Tent City, “It was the same hysteria
as in Bothell.” However, after a few months the Ballard
community accepted Tent City and even invited them
to come back for another three months.

On  May 17, 2004 Tent City moved to Bothell.  I hope
the people in Bothell grow to accept the people at Tent
City. People like Reverend  Lawrence Minder of St.
Brendan Catholic Parish, who will be camping with the
residents of Tent City for the whole three months, will
hopefully set a good example for everyone.

I would like to close with a line from Real Change, “The
tired and perfected military solution is for soldiers to
build their own temporary shelter (tents), until
permanent shelter can be provided.”

DARIUS REYNOLDS

 Tent City Uproar Unnecessary

THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM HAS ALWAYS BEEN A
PRETTY TOUGH COOKIE TO CRACK when it comes
to changing the way they deal with youth.  Transitioning
from foster care as one approaches the tender age of 18
isn’t an exception to this rule.  However, there are also
certain options that youth in this situation have that allow
small windows of hope for a better adulthood upon
transitioning out of the state’s care.

 Depending on your situation, leaving the system doesn’t
have to be a doomed experience if you play your cards
right.  And standing around and not taking action may
not get the job done.

According to the book  “Time Running Out:  Teens In
Foster Care” by Madelyn Freundlich, research has tackled
numerous issues affecting a youth’s transition out of foster
care system. Issues include health status; access to health
care; education; employment; poverty; safety; criminal

activity; and housing. Research has to some degree also
addressed the importance of family and adult connections,
the public’s perception of youth transitioning from the
foster care to adulthood, and assessments of the adequacy
of independent living preparation.

Recent studies show that youth often need highly intensive
and specialized health services once they start to age out
of the foster care
system. 30% of
youth formerly in
foster care
reported having
serious physical
and mental health problems in the Nevada KIDS COUNT
study (2001).

Educational disadvantages plague youth leaving the foster
care system. The Youth Advocacy Center (2001b) revealed
that only about 50% of youth, two to four years after aging
out of state’s care, ever completed high school or received
a GED. Only 9% had entered college. Those recently in
foster care also find it difficult to be in employment.
Courtney, Pilavin, Grogan-Kaylor, and Nesmith (2001) did
a study that indicates 40% of youth interviewed 12 to 18
months after leaving foster care were not employed. And,

of course, this couldn’t possibly have anything to do with
the severe problem of adults previously in foster care
being at high risk for poverty.  Courtney and colleagues
(2001) found that between 12 to 18 months after leaving
care, 32% received public assistance.

Now it’s time to approach the ways to prevent a youth
from becoming part of the statistics discussed. Education

is a good place to
start. In my opinion,
youth have much
better luck going to
a regular school
versus schooling in

congregate care when it comes to the amount of learning
that  is achieved.

On the other hand, some youth seem to do considerably
better in school if they attend an alternative school
program.  In some cases a young adult might be so far
behind in school that catching up isn’t even possible until
they are released from the system. Obtaining  your GED
(General Education Development Test) is a good goal to
seek in this case and  most colleges will accept this as an
alternative to a diploma. Call

ECHO SPEED

Take Charge of  Your Transition From Foster Care

Do not hesitate to do what you must when your future is at stake.
There are plenty of programs available that are meant to help your
cause, and you have a right and a responsibility to yourself to
participate in them.

Continued on Page 2

NEW Bonus Articles
available online at

www.mockingbirdsociety.org!
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Letter From the Editor

A Mockingbird Inside Your Mailbox: Make a difference in the lives of
our most vulnerable youth.

All donations are tax deductable and all donors receive the Mockingbird Times. Enclosed, please find my
check made payable to Mockingbird Society in the amount of:    $

Donor Information

Yes, you may use my name on published donor lists.

Please bill me for the amount
indicated above.

My employer will match my gift;
enclosed is my matching gift
form.

I am interested in receiving
information on the advantages of
planned giving.

Please fill out and mail this form with a check or money order payable to:
The Mockingbird Society, 2100 24th Ave South, Seattle WA 98144

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Day Phone Evening Phone

# of copies per month: Annual  Price:

50-120

15-45

5-10

1

Enclosed is my additional gift of: $

$200

$150

$100

$50

I want to support The Mockingbird Society

Continued from Front Page

Job hunting is the same. It’s very important to earn job
experience while you are still in the system--because once
released all you have on your side is what you know about
making it in the real world—and if you don’t know how
to find and keep a job how will you succeed when you are
independent?

When it comes to independent living and transitional
programs, whether or not they are actually helpful is
under much discussion. According to Freunlich, some
writers are critical of independent living programs. They
claim that the programs create unreal and unfair
expectations on part of the youth foster parents and
practitioners; underestimate the importance of youth
needs to connect with others and place the burden of
preparing youth for adulthood on themselves.

The road to independence has a lot to do with real world
experience. If you aren’t sure that a program you are
placed in is going to help you…help yourself. Take as
much opportunity to gather real life experience as
possible.

I’d like to bring attention to all youth in state care the
matter of how capable your case worker is. Yes, there are
a great deal of case workers who may seem lazy or
uninvolved. Sometimes your case worker may seem like
they hold a grudge against you, or like they don’t pay
enough attention to your needs.

Don’t just sit back and relax. If you are serious about
progressing in life, you have to stand up and work for it.
Get your worker ’s attention—force them to listen.
Constantly bug them until they have to pay attention. If
that doesn’t work, write letters to your judge or the case
workers boss.

Do not hesitate to do what you must when your future is
at stake.  There are plenty of programs available that are
meant to help your cause, and you have a right and a
responsibility to yourself to participate in them.

1-800-626-9433 for GED testing centers nationwide and
in Canada. Before aging out of the system, a young adult
should make sure all their schooling is done and then
immediately seek college education to avoid a dead end
life.

jim@mockingbirdsociety.org
Jim Theofelis
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We will Miss You Bridgett!!

SINCE AUGUST OF 1998, the Department of Social and
Health Services (DSHS) has been embroiled in a lawsuit
involving the care and safety of approximately 3,500
children and adolescents in the Washington foster care
system. Officially referred to as the Jessica Braam Et Al
v. State of Washington Department of Social and Health
Services, the lawsuit focuses on the standard of care
provided by DSHS, specifically the prevalence of multiple
placements, importance of keeping siblings together and
the need for improved recruitment, retention and training
of foster families. The case was appealed to the State
Supreme Court, who recently provided their ruling,
resulting in both sides claiming victory.  The DSHS was
elated that a Whatcom County jury’s verdict was
reversed—a verdict that would have resulted in some
oversight of parts of the state’s foster care system to an
independent entity.

On the other hand, the Supreme Court ruling clearly
rejected the state’s position that the standard of care for
foster children was less than or equal to that of
incarcerated prisoners.  The Court also rejected the state’s
argument that violations of the children’s rights could be
excused because of a lack of funding. Supreme Court
Justice Tom Chambers, on behalf of a unanimous Court,
wrote that the State, “…owes these children more than
benign indifference and must affirmatively take
reasonable steps to provide for their care and safety.”

The case now appears to be heading back to court unless
there is a strong demonstration of leadership.  DSHS
Secretary Dennis Braddock has demonstrated his
capacity for such leadership. Recently hired Assistant
Secretary for the DSHS Children’s Administration Uma
Ahluwalia has shown great promise as a leader dedicated
to improving children’s lives and future. Governor Gary
Locke, Secretary Braddock and Assistant Secretary
Ahluwalia have an incredible opportunity at hand.  The
state is right to identify positive gains achieved in recent
years.  However, the recent failings in the federal review
of Washington’s child welfare system and the ongoing
reports  from social service providers, families, foster
parents and state caseworkers is ample evidence that there

is so much more to be done.  Kids and families continue
to fall through the cracks often because of a lack of
resources but also because of policies and practices.
Negotiations between DSHS and opposing counsel are
set for mid-June.

It’s time to bring some urgency to the negotiations,
settle this case and get about the business of building a
world class foster/kinship care system. Washington’s
Supreme Court had it right and as did James Baldwin:
“For these are all our children and we will profit by or
pay for whatever they become.”

On another note, this marks the last issue that Bridgette
Siroshton will work at Mockingbird Times.  Bridgette has
been a wonderful addition to the Mockingbird Times team;
producing articles that have been fun, thoughtful and
thought-provoking.  She is a remarkable young woman
who has much to offer and I know all of the youth and
staff at Mockingbird join me in wishing her the best
because that is what she deserves.
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WELL IT’S BEEN A YEAR THAT I’VE WORKED AT
MOCKINGBIRD AND NOW IT’S MY TIME TO
MOVE ON. I was referred to the job by Shannon, my
former boss in a writing program called the Zine
Project, who now  supervises the Times. Shannon has
been more than a boss, how rare is it that you find a
cool boss?  I didn’t know how long I would be working
here when I started.  I thought it would be maybe just
a summer job, maybe something longer. But it has been
one year. This job has given me time to get my stuff
together and pay my rent.

Now it’s time for me to move on, and move forward. I
think that I’ve made some important connections at
Mockingbird, and I’ve learned how to write better. This
was my first job at a newspaper, and I learned the
importance of a deadline and mailing out thousands
of newspapers every month.

 Just knowing that people hear and listen to what I’m
saying is an important aspect of writing for the Times.
You don’t really get the opportunity to have that happen
very often. In the beginning I just wrote music reviews.
Then I started tackling hardcore topics. My personal
favorite was the Positive Power Piece,”Being Who You
Are,” about what it’s like for young people who are
gay.  It was very hard to write knowing that some
people would not be supportive.  Don’t get me wrong,
I love writing about the music reviews. Being able to
share my musical knowledge with other people, and
hopefully opening them up to different musical styles
is something that I’m proud of.

It’s rare that you get to share your beliefs and thoughts
in a newspaper like you do  in the Mockingbird Times.
I’m going to miss Courtney because she has been like
my punk-sister, to me we’ve shared a lot with each
other. I’m going to miss Dennis who which our
computers wouldn’t be functional. And I’m going to
miss Darius’ music in the background, mostly the band
Weezer. I’m going to miss Jim checking on us to see if
we’re getting everything done.

I’m going to miss compliments on my style and being
able to let my “hair down” which I never do. It  was
nice to have people respect me and treat me as an equal.
This is probably the first job that I’ve had where  I
haven’t had a  fight with another co-worker, or where
there has been drama.  I can honestly say there was
“NO DRAMA”, which was nice for a change. I’m going
to miss the Mockingbird Times. Thanks for the
opportunity to grow!

Goodbye Mockingbird
BRIDGETT SIROSHTON

“Bill is a pimp,” Tarantino declares. “He’s a procurer
in every way, except for him it’s about death, murder,
and killing as opposed to sex: seeing a girl who he thinks
has a prostitute hidden inside her, but
she doesn’t know it yet. All he has to
do is bring it out, to turn her and make
her part of his stable.” – Quentin
Tarantino

DESPITE THIS QUOTE, I FOUND
KILL BILL VOLUME 2 TO BE
REALLY EMPOWERING towards
women. I can’t tell you why I found it
empowering or I might give the movie
away. I eagerly awaited this movie,
constantly checking to see when it was
REALLY coming out because the date
kept on getting pushed further back.
Kill Bill Volume 1 left me hungry for
more. That’s the way it always seems
to be with Quentin Tarantino films.
Volume 2  fed my appetite for now at
least. You know it’s good when you
know the end of the film is approaching and you get
that “Aw, does it have to end?” feeling.

While Volume 1 was a fast-paced beautiful blood bath,
the gore factor of Volume 2 is severely reduced. Volume
2 is more emotional, slower paced, and the acting is
really strong. I also liked Volume 2’s soundtrack better;
it seems slightly more listener friendly. One of the golden
tracks is the song Black Mamba by the RZA (pronounced
Riza), producer of several of the Wu-Tang Clan’s albums.

Kill Bill Volume 2 The RZA has talent. There’s something strangely melodic
about his stuff.

Tarantino’s films are often quirky and violent. Kill Bill
was not an exception, but what makes it different from
his other films is the length – Volume 1 runs 111 minutes
and Volume 2 runs 136 minutes— equaling over four
hours of  film – Tarantino’s longest work yet. You don’t
realize that each volume is that long because your
attention is held firmly by the intensity of the film. Each

volume is set up with chapters splicing
apart the various scenes. Like Kill Bill
Volume 1, it reads like a good book
you can’t put down.

The Bride a.k.a. Black Mamba (Uma
Thurman) continues on her quest to
make a wrong done to her right--
having had an attempt made on her
life by the other members of the DIVAs
when she tried to marry a normal guy
and get out of the killing business. The
Bride  continues seeking out the rest
of the people on her hit list with Bill
a.k.a. Snake Charmer (David
Carradine), being the big guy at the
top. The list is composed of members
of the Deadly Viper Assassination
Squad (DIVAs), a killing team of three
women minus Black Mamba, Bill’s

brother Budd a.k.a. Sidewinder (Michael Madsen –
known for his role as Mr. Blonde, the guy who cut off
the cop’s ear in Tarantino’s Reservoir Dogs), and Bill.
This a story of revenge.

Go see it—you’re in for a treat! Theatres in Seattle
currently showing Kill Bill: AMC Pacific Place 11 (206)
652-2404, Landmark Varsity Theatre (206) 781-5755, and
the LCE Grand Cinema Alderwood (425) 774-3536.

COURTNEY KONIETZKO

THE YEAH YEAH YEAH’S WERE FORMED IN
WILLIAMSBURG, BROOKLYN TWO AND A HALF
YEARS AGO. The line up for the band consists of singer
Karen O, guitar player Nick Zinner, and last but not
least drummer Brian Chase. They don’t need a bass
player because Nick uses two amps (similar to the White
Stripes sound).

 The Yeah Yeah Yeah’s are an art-punk/
disco sludge kind of band, and their
success is mostly word of mouth and
MTV.  Their first album Fever To Tell was
nominated for a grammy, for the song
“Maps”  their first single. Karen O. sings
with melancholy and kind of a slowish
parody of their name (Yeah Yeah Yeah’s)
when she sings in “Maps” “My kind’s
your kind, I’ll stay the same, back up
don’t stray oh say say say ...they don’t
love you like I love you!”

In the video, Karen O. sings her heart
out in a mock-up of a live bar
performance. She even cries as the
projector lights hit her face. It has to be one of their best
songs because of the raw emotion displayed.

There’s a lot of hits on this album. Their second single
“Date With the Night” is very upbeat, very different
from “Maps” because it’s very uptempo, Karen O. sings
“I’ll set it off” whispering then hollering “Buying out
the fight, gonna walk on water.” The song is okay but I
prefer the more slow tempo, because I like slower songs.
Another great song is “Man” O. sings “I got a man that
makes me wanna kill, I got a man that makes me wanna
die...we’re all gonna burn in hell, cause we’re doing what
we got to do, because we got the fever to tell.” It’s kind
of skitterish and doesn’t make sense but it does some
justice to the song. She’s happy to have a man by her

Yeah Yeah Yeah Excitement

side. “Black Tongue” is a nice up-tempo song and  O, at
her best, sings ,“ I wanna see you squeal and shake, uh
a ha a ha aha,...well you know were on the run, you
know there gonna want some”.

 O’s singing is all quirky and excited. The song “Pin,” a
hard punk-rock song she sings “Things are feeling thin
well I know I lost my seat again, I’ll go go go, pushing

in the pin well I know”, then she sings
a little melody with the guitar “bom
bom bom bom dana dana dan dana”. .
The Yeah Yeah Yeah’s songs are just put
together well. There are many songs
worthy of being a single. The Yeah
Yeah Yeah’s have the kind of energy
that just makes you want to hear them
over and over again.

Another song “No No No” has
thrashing guitars and guitar squals,
and the breakdown is the best part.
Karen O. sings “It’s not at bad as you
thought, he’ll never come back as the
man you loved, I told her, I told her...no

no no.” This is a really good song about a friend realizing
that her boyfriend isn’t the same.

My favorite song on the album has got to be “Y Control”
because it has the best beats, and it starts off with
electronic beeping that progresses into a repetitive
drumming.  O sings, “Y control, you walk walk, I’m outta
control Y control; oh so what my loving goes...well I’m
just a poor little baby cause where I go I lead them on.”

The facts are in, the Yeah Yeah Yeah’s are one of the best
bands in the world. Get this cool CD, you won’t be
disappointed. And you can get this CD for a cheap price
at Best Buy store locations.

BRIDGETT SIROSHTON

Sometimes Chaos an’ Anarchy is necessary to
Save us Internally
 the Bravest U.S. Military rarely makes up for atrocities.
Bravery isn’t always artillery.
Nowadays  slavery’s mentally in Academies.
The mentality has to be responsibility to a country
Politically or religiously or possibly stability financially
Rationally idiocy gots to be idiosyncrasies
 in your personalities personally
Similarly I observe these politically
It’s Nationally stackin sheep asleep an blindfolded
in too deep designed soldiers-brain washed told to
Stand watch and Stain tops it’s hogwash
human watch dogs for what dog?
To save the homes of HM0’s a nation so cold
8-year-olds got no homes and jus’  grow old to hobo’s
and old-crows who don’t know ish about disowned kids
got bones to pick in politics for homelessness and call
it  hopelessness
 jus’ addict’s business tactics
 throw meaningless cents at it
 and census schematics in the present sense backs it
 believe in the Census then call the police and flip
when kids sleepin on benches.

PPPPPoetry Corneroetry Corneroetry Corneroetry Corneroetry Corner
Public Pretenders

JAKE PALLADINI
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THERE IS THIS ABSOLUTELY AMAZING
FESTIVAL coming to Seattle in June. It’s called the Bend-
It Extravaganza, and it is a FREE 3-Day Event packed
with bands, workshops, free food, drag shows, film
festivals, a Saturday night dance, fashion show, spoken
word event and much, much more. There are artists and
activists coming in from all over the country to lead
workshops and generally rock Seattle’s World!!

What’s really incredible about this festival is that it is
being organized by queer young people specifically
for queer young people!!! The mission statement of this
extravaganza is to create “an accessible anti-oppression
based arts festival that integrates art and activism, led
by and for queer young people.” So you know it’s going
to be kick-a**!!

Friday is the opening night and there will be all sorts of
events and workshops. Some of the amazing workshops
from last year were: Activism 101, Gender Identity, Anti-
Racism, Anti-Sexism, Fat Positive Queer Body Image and
Trans 101 (providing education and support to people
who identify as transgender). The extravaganza will run
Friday through Sunday.

After a Saturday afternoon full of incredible workshops
that inspire communication, acceptance and all sorts of
positive expressions and activities, there will be another
FREE DINNER with food that was provided by both
the Madison Market and Local Restaurants!! It’ll be great
to eat all of that delicious food…that way we’ll all have
enough energy to DANCE OUR A**** OFF at the Dance
Party and Battle of the DJ’s that follows after the amazing
local Fashion Show that will be put on with help from
both Vain and Rudy’s Hair Salon!! Bend-It will be
showing films on both Saturday and Sunday all the way
from the Junk Film Festival in San Francisco, the Flaming

Thoughts on the Impact
of  Double OppressionPERHAPS THE POLITICAL CARTOONISTS OF

THIS DAY AND AGE HAVE IT TOO EASY. After all,
our political leaders don’t make it hard for somebody
with the right expressive skills to bring to light their
political acts of stupidity and rip their once creditable
dignity to shreds. Anybody can state the obvious.
However, it takes a real
genius to paint a vivid
picture accompanied by
witty dialogue to illustrate
an opinion that    almost
anyone can understand and
laugh at. A genius like the
incredible, Pulitzer Prize-
winning David Horsey.

 Horsey won a Pulitzer Prize
both in 1999 and in 2003. He
received the National Press
Foundation’s 1998 Berryman
Award for Cartoonist of the
Year. Horsey, a staff member
at the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, has published five collections of his work
over the past 23 years, his most recently published
collection titled “From Hanging Chad to Baghdad.”
Horsey’s work is syndicated by Tribune Media Services
to 200 newspapers, including the Chicago Tribune, The
New York Times, USA Today, and The Washington Post.

I recently had the pleasure of meeting Horsey along with
two other talented artists, Guillermo Munro and Sarah
Jane Lapp in a meeting arranged by Kimberly Mills,
Associate Editor of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. My time
was well spent. Horsey shared with me his early works
of art, and apparently he had always wanted to be a

political cartoonist. He
looked at some of my art
work and gave me some
really helpful feedback. Told
me a couple things I could
use in the way I cartoon, but
told me as well to
understand that I had my
own style. We played
around in Paint Shop and he
showed me a few things I
could do to tweak my work
a little, and he showed me
the different tools he used on
his work. When our time
was done, Horsey was sweet
enough to give me one of his

“From Hanging Chad To Baghdad” collections, which
he signed.

Horsey’s work is some  amazing stuff, and I look forward
to experiencing his future works of art. I also can’t wait
for another opportunity for him to look at some more of
my stuff.

Mockingbird Staff  Meets David Horsey

David Horsey with Mockingbird Reporter Echo Speed.

IMAGINE BEING A HOMELESS TEENAGER
AND BEING GAY. Being gay is a heavy burden for
a teenager living in house in the suburbs. For a home-
less youth it’s hell. Not only are they discriminated
against because they are homeless but also because
they are gay. Experts call a situation like this “double
oppression”.

Homeless queer youth face particularly distinctive
challenges due to the discrimination they face and
the role that it can play in them becoming and stay-
ing homeless. Compounding their misery is the fact
that when many of these youth reach out for help
they are confronted with individuals and organiza-
tions who aren’t competent enough to meet their
unique needs.

“Cultural competence” is a term used within the
social service world to describe social service pro-
grams that are capable of meeting the cultural needs
of their clients. It is important to understand the
needs and challenges your clients face, otherwise you
can’t adequately assist them.

Look at it this way, if you had a toothache you
wouldn’t go to the Podiatrist with your problem. You
would go to a dentist because they know how to
work with teeth. Just as you or I wouldn’t want to be
forced to settle for an incompetent doctor, homeless
gay youth shouldn’t be forced to settle for an incom-
petent caseworker, counselor, youth center, group
home and so forth. The needs of gay youth are just
as important as anyone else’s and they should be
addressed and met, as best as possible.

One method to improve the cultural competence
level of an organization is effective employee
trainings. Organizations can collaborate with local
gay rights organizations and other groups that were
specifically formed to meet the needs of the gay com-
munity. During the trainings, barriers to providing
gay youth with the best service possible can be ad-
dressed. By collaborating with other groups an or-
ganization can gain knowledge that will help turn
them into a more competent organization.

Another issue that needs to be addressed is the dis-
crimination these youth face on the streets. Many
schools have implemented curriculum that teaches
tolerance and compassion to their students so that
gay youth can feel safe at their schools. I also think
that homeless youth centers should make an effort
to come up with similar curriculums that can help
make the streets safer for gay youth when they en-
counter heterosexual homeless youth. There also
needs to be a no tolerance policy at homeless youth
centers when it comes to youth being harassed be-
cause of their sexual orientation.

Film Fest in Minneapolis and the Turn Up the Volume
Film Festival in Houston!! I’ve heard that the Turn Up
the Volume Festival has some of the best flicks in Texas!!

Most of these films are made by young, queer kids…a
lot of them are youth of color…you really don’t want to
miss this amazing Film Festival!!

There will also be FREE writing workshops available
that are going to be hosted by Bent and Or-a-trix.  Bent
is a really amazing local writing collective that
specializes in helping young, queer people find their
writing voices…and we could ALL benefit from
expressing ourselves through a POSITIVE OUTLET like
poetry or the written word.  Or-a-trix is an all-girl spoken
word troupe that performs righteous spoken word art!!

I am hosting the Spoken Word Show on Sunday Night.
There will be amazing youth of all colors, ages,
backgrounds and genders reading poetry for your
listening pleasure from 8:15 to 10:30PM.  Or-a-trix will
be performing and there will be more than enough space
and time during the show for any of you out there who
want to be heard!!

With an expected attendance of over 500 Queer Youth
from all over this state, this is truly an event that should
not be missed!! This event is for you, and I hope to see
you all there and having the time of your life!! This
amazing festival is taking place the weekend before the
30th Anniversary of Pride…from June 18th to June 20th,
2004. You can visit the site at www.bend-it.org or write
to us if you have any questions at bend-
it@yahoogroups.com!!

Bend-It Extravaganza Mixes Art and Activism
MISTY LOU COOK

ECHO SPEED

To take a look at some of David Horsey’s work for yourself, please visit http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/horsey/

Do you want to write for Mockingbird
Times? Send your poetry, articles,

photo’s and artwork to
newspaper@mockingbirdsociety.org
and get paid up to 25 dollars for each

published piece!

J. EBOH
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